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Did I have to go to Africa to see compassion?  
Yes – poured out in this degree.
Yes – poured out unselfishly and for no personal 
gain - a world of volunteers driven by love for 
God and their aching hearts for the orphan, the 
widow and the sick

Did I have to go to Africa to realize I was one 
of the sleeping Church?
I guess I did.  No amount of reality TV can bring 
the truth before you because TV doesn’t smell, 
and it’s not hot, not cold, not breathing.  Feel-
ing the breath of the dying – inhale – exhale - 
is not generated in TV images or in magazine pic-
tures.  

Yes – I most ashamedly admit – I had to go to Af-
rica to know – to really know how HIV/AIDS is 
plundering families, villages, countries, and 
generations.  To know how starvation sucks the 
life out of a human being and leaves them immo-
bilized in weakness and fatigue.  Yes – I had to 
go to Africa –to know the extent of my hard heart 
and fairytale life.  Thank you Lord for taking me 
to the pain so that I could know the real beau-
ty of faith and hope in Christ – the only answer 
to life’s deepest cry – the only real comfort 
for the tormented soul…the hope of heaven.  Thank 
you Lord that you taught me through “the least 
of these” – what faith really is.  Beyond answers 
and beyond corrected circumstances lie today’s 
giants of faith…on beds of red earth within clay 
brick shelters, beneath straw roofs – breathe 
those alone – their last breath before heaven.
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Dear Friends,
Keep your eyes on the goal, do not be distracted, focus on the goal and keep the main thing the main thing. This advice or a phrase with similar connotation is often repeated to people partway 
through facing a difficult task or challenge. Paul himself gave his own variation in 1 Corinthians when he tells the readers to run so as to win the prize and it is good advice however it can also 
be daunting when one looks ahead and sees the immensity of the task ahead. Sometimes looking
back and seeing the progress that has been made can give us the encouragement to settle to the task again. I hope that you find this look back at the past 12 – 15 months encouraging. 

As I look back I am struck by the invaluable contributions that so many different people make, each according to their ability. From the teenage girl in Ethiopia who said that “Aids is a evil thing 
and this is how I can get my revenge” as she worked at her schools Anti Aids club to the elderly churchgoer in Perth, Australia who sends across boxes of clothes and toys to various projects. In 
a similar vein I look back and am thankful for the team of people that God has put together to help develop the Windows of HOPE program. From the volunteers or project workers to individ-
ual project managers, to the country coordinators and the team of people who assist in coordination -  each person’s contribution have combined is such a way that the whole does truly become 
greater than the sum of the parts.  The development and progress made of projects throughout Africa has been exciting to see. To see the joy on the faces of patients as “their” carer comes to 
visit is a privilege that I wish more of you could share. Likewise I wish you could share the bitter sweet experience of being mobbed by a group of 40 odd children under the age of six - each who 
is desperate for a hug. The joy you can experience making this group of children happy by simply picking them up for a few seconds and paying them individual attention is later tempered upon 
reflection by the fact that these children experience this so rarely. 

It would be nice to report that we have no problems, that everything we have attempted has been successful and that if we had the opportunity to repeat the last year we would do everything ex-
actly the same. Unfortunately this has not beenthe case and you can read about some of the challenges that we do face. This last 12 months has been a learning and a stretching experience and I 
think it is fair to say that we can look forward to more stretching times ahead even if the challenges we actually face are different from those we have currently identified. I mentioned above how 
good God has been to us in bringing together the people that he has. We must also not fail to give thanks for the finances that he has provided. We would have struggled to have spent wisely 
more money than we have done in the past 12 months as projects have come on stream. On the last page you will see some projected needs for the next 12 months as more projects are started, 
different countries come on board and the existing projects are expanded. Please pray with us not only for the provision of the funds but also for wisdom in distributing them wisely. In some 
of the pages ahead you can read of the different perspectives of Windows of HOPE from four very different people. One of them is a Director of a partner mission, another a volunteer at one of 
our projects. The third perspective comes from one of those we are trying most to help, a HIV positive patient whilst the fourth is from a Canadian pastor having his first look at the HIV/AIDS 
situation in South Africa. As you read these accounts ponder what your reaction might be if you stood in their shoes.

For those of you who have joined us on the ride that has been the last 12 months we say thank you and for those looking to come onboard for the next 12 we say welcome. Having had this pe-
riod of reflection and noted how God has sustained us  and how far we have traveled it is time once again to press forward with determination. I hope that you are encouraged because we are 
here. 

Yours in Him
Russell Pratt
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It is a privilege for me to join HOPE for AIDS as the new International Coordinator, 
and to be able to work as part of such a committed, devoted and hard working team. VaR-
ious project managers have put together the enclosed reports, which reflect the com-
passion and commitment of all the teams. The dedication, hard work, and the countless 
hours of volunteer labour, given in love, to help those people who are desperately in 
need shine through. So many thousands of people are directly helped by the program and 
no doubt hundreds of thousands are indirectly affected. As an example, even if only a 
small proportion of the many thousands of young people who have been educated about 
HIV/ AIDS change their behaviour and avoid the disease, many lives, and families, have 
been spared the terrible anguish.

Of course the world never stands still, and neither can we. The advent of Antiretrovi-
ral (ARV) medications and the profound effect they have on suppressing the debilitating 
effects of HIV & AIDS creates an increasing need for initiatives to assist those infect-
ed to rebuild their lives as independent members of their community. To this end the 
HOPE for AIDS project has included “Income Generation” as part of the project frame-
work. This recognises the growing need to help individuals earn their daily bread and 
break the poverty cycle, and underlines our aim to assist with training and resources.

Looking to the challenge ahead, I am reminded of a famous quote. Sir Isaac Newton once 
said that he was only able to achieve what he did because he was “standing on the 
shoulders of giants”. By this he meant that the contributions of many, many people be-
fore him were critical to his achievements. As we, as a team, look to the coming year 
it is with humility and respect for the great quality of the work that has gone before 
us, and also with excitement at the opportunities that exist to make a difference in the 
lives of so many marginalised people.

Thank you
Edwin Porter
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Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who 
comforts us in all our trouble, so that we can comfort 
those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have 
received from God.”                                                               II 
Cor. 1:3,4

While we pray earnestly for the many needs of those 
who are suffering because of HIV, let us not forget to 
include the host of God’s servants who are tenderly 
compassionately caring for the sick and suffering.  
We can also pray that those in the Body of Christ who 
have not yet entered this godly service would become 
involved.  We who represent Christ to the world are His 
extended hands and hearts to those who so desper-
ately need to know His love and care.  The church has 
tremendous capacity to change the face of HIV and AIDS 
as it engages with the situation with all the power and 
authority given by Jesus under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit.  Ours is the privilege of praying for this potential 
energy to be put into action.  

Story One:   Jane noticed that many women in her church 
were struggling financially as many are HIV positive and 
have no one to support them.  After some training as 
an AIDS Educator, she decided to call them together to 
offer some training and assistance to begin a beadwork 
income generating project.  As they talked together she 
was hearing stories of gross injustice especially to the 
children, so she volunteered to be a child human rights 
advocate in her community.  One recent evening she 
was called to help 3 children who had been abused and 
abandoned.  With nowhere else to take them at that time 
of day, she took them home to stay with her own family 
until she could find a suitable and safe place for them a 
few days later.  Along with her women’s group and some 
other women in the church, she is now looking for a way 
to begin a feeding program for the many hungry children 
in her community.  Jane and her church are making a 
difference in that community.

1.   Jane’s first step in beginning to minister to the needs 
in her community began with her observation of the 
need of some women in her church.  She then allowed 
the need to affect her own heart with compassion.  Pray 
for the Lord to show you and others in your church His 
heart of compassion.  Pray to see the needs that God 
might want you to begin addressing, which may not be 
so obvious at first.  Matt. 9:36
 

2.  The next step was to not only educate herself about 
HIV, but to prepare herself to better communicate and 
educate others both in her church and in her women’s 
group.  Pray for the way forward to prepare yourself 
and your church with appropriate training in order to 
minister to the needs you are called to meet and to 
motivate and train others. Pray that the Lord would give 
you the words to speak as you meet with church leaders 
to adequately explain your vision.  Pray also for the 
wisdom to clearly articulate the way forward to enact 
the vision and draw others into the plan.  Exodus 3:15-20
 
3.  There are usually many needs that seem very urgent 
and pressing, but Jane chose to start by addressing 
just one need at a time.  Pray for guidance and wisdom 
to know where to begin and which need to tackle.  Then 
pray that the Lord would show you how to begin helping 
to meet that one need.  II Chronicles 1:10

4.  While administering God’s love through her in-
come-generating project, Jane remained observant and 
receptive, allowing other needs to touch her listening, 
already sensitized heart.  With empathy and the power 
of the Lord she was able to speak out boldly to advocate 
for the children who needed someone to help them.  Pray 
today for the Lord to give you a listening heart, boldness 
and His divine empowerment to speak out and act on 
behalf of those who cannot speak for themselves.  
Pray that your church and community group would be 
emboldened to stand up for those who need an advocate 
for justice, fairness and action.
 Acts 4:23-30

5.  Going the extra mile, Jane chose to get personally 
involved and was willing to be inconvenienced in order 
to care for the children whose needs had been brought 
to her attention.  Pray that God’s grace would enable you 
to accept the inconveniences of ministry for the sake of 
those whose needs often seem to happen at inoppor-
tune times.  Pray that others in your church would join 
you in stepping in and helping with those needs that 
require urgent attention.  II Tim. 1:8-12

6.  Even with simple efforts, other issues surface that 
also require attention.  This is how larger programs 
develop with greater community participation.  Pray that 
the Lord would prepare your heart and increase your 
capacity to demonstrate His love in as many ways as He 
directs.  Pray that your church would be supportive and 
willing to participate in these efforts in order to reach 

out further to extend the Love of Christ in effective and 
practical ways to those with HIV.  I Chronicles 4:9,10

7.  The several ministries in this story began with one 
individual.  What about you and your church?  Pray today 
that the Lord would give you a specific ministry.  Pray 
also that your church would become mobilized to help 
those affected by HIV in your community.  Pray for God’s 
plan and His resources and power to enable you and your 
church.  Write down the ministry vision you are given 
as you pray, and share it with receptive and supportive 
leaders in your church or community.  Then implement 
the plan under the enablement of the Holy Spirit.  Do 
not hesitate to ask for an accountability partner in its 
implementation. Note Moses’ prayer in Exodus 33:12-17

Story Two:  Martha lives in a large slum where a dispro-
portionate number of people with HIV live.  Her church 
had just begun a program of outreach by providing food 
for the needy. As she walked to market and church she 
frequently noted a woman in her mid thirties who always 
looked dirty, disheveled and downcast. She seemed to 
be growing thinner and more sickly each week.  One day 
Martha stopped and greeted her and introduced herself.  
She invited her to come to the food bank at the church 
the next Sunday and directed her to a clinic where she 
could receive free care, even offering to go with her.  It 
was then Martha learned that she had been sleeping in 
the latrines for shelter at night because she did not have 
any place to live.  With help from the church, Martha 
assisted her to locate an affordable room and provided 
some money to help set up housekeeping there.   

This widowed, childless woman had been so alienated 
from her family, church and community back home that 
she found it hard to believe that anyone, much less 
a total stranger, would care enough to help her.  With 
continued friendship and involvement in the HIV support 
group that Martha had organized, this new friend began 
to believe in a God of love, One who might even care 
about her.  She wanted to know more, and began attend-
ing church regularly.  Her health improved with regular 
access to good care, her hope returned and her faith 
was restored.  Her very countenance was remarkably 
changed.  Once again she is working to support herself, 
although times are still difficult.  Now, with the support 
of the church, she is struggling to break a longstanding 
addiction to alcohol.

8.  This church began addressing an obvious and 
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straightforward problem in the community:  hunger.  
In this way they showed themselves to be a serving 
and compassionate church.  They had found a way to 
connect to the community.  Pray that God would show 
your church how to connect with the felt needs of your 
community.  Pray that through meeting a specific need, 
church members will find their own unique ways to 
show Christ’s love to those who may already have lost 
faith in a loving God.  Pray that your church would be 
a connecting church. A great example of community 
accomplishment was the construction of the Lord’s 
Tabernacle (Ex.35:10,20,34,35; 36:6,7), in which every-
one participated and there was more than enough.

9.  Pray that you and others in your church would be 
courageous enough to reach out with compassion to 
strangers in need.  Watch and pray for opportunities to 
help those in need in order to reveal the compassion 
of the Lord.  The stranger can become a friend, and the 
friend can become a brother or sister in the Lord.  Pray 
that your church would find ways to offer friendship 
to those who need it most, yet are not receiving it 
anywhere else.  Heb. 13:1-3

10.  Are there people that you see who have obvious 
needs?  Are any sick, hungry, overburdened with care 
for family members, abandoned, or in despair?   Pray 
for their needs to be met. Pray for the development of 
home-based care programs and for volunteers to offer 
practical helps like cooking, helping with child care, 
carrying water or finding firewood, bathing those too 
sick to do it for themselves, cleaning a messy house or 
dirty compound, etc.  As you pray for those who need 
help, pray that the Lord would show you what your role 
should be. Gal. 6:2, John 13:34

11.  Helping people to connect with organizations 
that can provide the assistance they need may be 
exactly what the Lord requires of you.  There is no one 
individual, church or organization that can provide 
for all the needs of people struggling with HIV-related 
issues.  Therefore pray that members of our church 
communities would be able to make appropriate 
referrals to other health care and service agencies as 
part of a wholistic ministry.  Pray that churches would 
be willing to become involved in helping those with 
HIV to learn about and connect to the services that 
may be available to them.  Pray that church members 
would take the time to learn how to interact with those 
agencies.  Nehemiah asked the king for referral letters 

to get the help he needed (Neh. 2:7-9) and it was 
perceived to be God’s provision, that the project might 
be completed.

12.  Pray for wisdom to know how to help the homeless.  
Who are the homeless?  Outcasts from the community, 
street children, people who have lost jobs and support, 
widows who have been abandoned by their families, 
young men and women estranged from their families 
for various reasons, etc.  Pray about what you and 
your church can do to make a difference in the lives of 
even a few people.  Can you help to locate affordable 
housing?  Offer rental or food assistance?  Provide 
transport for clinic visits?  Or even offer your own 
home for hospitality?  Isaiah 25:4

13.  Pray that the gospel would be made tangible 
enough for even the most embittered to see and feel 
God’s love.  Titus 2:10.   So many people living with 
HIV have been betrayed or mistreated by those who 
were closest to them, such that they no longer dare to 
trust anyone, including God.  Pray that those receiving 
ministry would be able to respond to God’s love and 
grace and would be restored to fellowship with the 
Father and with the Body of Christ.  Psalm 91

14.  Pray that God’s people would stand by those in 
need even when they have not totally reformed.  Jesus 
died for us when we were yet sinners.  Pray that the 
body of Christ would offer the same grace that Jesus 
demonstrated, restoring dignity to those who feel 
deprived of theirs.  Pray for patience, endurance and 
steadfastness in ministry to those who struggle with 
these issues.  John 8:3-11 

Story Three:  A few years ago Florence had a tremen-
dous burden to help the women in her community who 
were infected with HIV.  However she had no support 
from her church or community to do much.  She attend-
ed a few training sessions on HIV and AIDS to educate 
herself.  After some careful preparations she then 
called the pastors in her church’s region along with the 
bishop for an HIV awareness seminar.  Fortunately the 
bishop and several of the pastors were very receptive 
and gave her their moral support and permission to 
use the church facilities to host support groups for 
people living with HIV.  Without any outside funding 
she gave her time tirelessly to meet with those in her 
community who were living with HIV and to invite them 
to come to the church once a month for mutual support 

and encouragement.  As they shared their struggles 
together, she realized that they needed more help than 
she alone could provide.  So she began looking around 
for other individuals and organizations with whom 
they could network for the help they needed.  From 
that early personal passion and humble beginning she 
now oversees a project that hosts regular support 
groups in 17 church districts and has assisted a 
network of 70 volunteer health workers to be trained 
and empowered to serve over 600 adults and 1500 
vulnerable children using local resources.  The project 
now pays school fees for 300 children and assists 20 
child-headed households. These ecumenical support 
groups, composed of both men and women along with 
some children living with HIV, represent a wide variety 
of churches and even include a few Muslims who 
participate together, even in some spiritual activities. 
The community now recognizes their efforts with 
respect and occasional financial support.  

15.  There is great wisdom in educating yourself first 
about HIV and AIDS before you try to help those who 
are living with the realities of this infection.  What 
training do you or those in your church or community 
need to seek in order to better understand the situa-
tion and to know how to help?   Pray for opportunities 
for training, both for yourself and for fellow church 
or community members in order to be adequately 
prepared for effective ministry.  Even though training 
may seem inconvenient or expensive, it will pay off 
in the long run.  Also ask the King of Kings for the 
resources you need to do His bidding and He will gladly 
provide.  Luke 6:39,40

16.  The important role of pastors and church leaders 
cannot be underestimated.  They can facilitate a 
workable project just by agreeing with it or they can 
doom it by their opposition.  Pray that those exerting 
leadership in Christ’s Body would embrace the idea 
of ministering to those who are suffering, and then 
be willing to engage both themselves and their 
congregations in this service.  Where the leadership 
is committed to AIDS-related ministry, members are 
released in ministry to express their own creativity 
and passion for those suffering from or because of HIV.   
Pray for involved congregations to be empowered and 
to provide community leadership.  II Tim. 2:1,2

17.  In many of our settings we have limited financial 
resources.  However the Church is rich in human 
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resources.  As God gives you vision, pray for the ability 
to share His vision in a compelling way in order to 
effectively motivate the kind of volunteers that you 
will need.  Pray for willing and committed volunteers 
to come forward.  The most sustainable programs 
today are ones in which volunteers from the affected 
community see the importance of taking up the chal-
lenge, take “ownership” of the project, and become 
committed to see it through to completion.  Matt.9:37

18.  In church-initiated projects, networking with 
other agencies (for training, funding, and technical 
assistance) is often key to success.  Each agency, 
organization and church has its own strengths, all of 
which are essential for a complete ministry package.  
Pray that you may discover other groups having similar 
interests for helping people living with HIV.  Then, as 
you begin creating linkages with these other groups, 
pray for God’s blessings on your collaborative rela-
tionships.  In this way you can maximize the combined 
synergies of these groups.  Rom. 12:4-8

19.  People living with HIV are themselves a resource 
and can do amazing things if pulled together and given 
encouragement.  There are few groups of people more 
committed to mitigating the effect of AIDS than those 
who are already living with the virus.  They are also the 
most intimately acquainted with and knowledgeable 
about the complex web of AIDS issues.  Pray for more 
church projects to incorporate people living with HIV 
into the planning and implementation of their AIDS 
ministries.  Pray for these volunteers to have the 
strength, health and empowerment to continue.  Pray 
for harmonious working relationships between the 
infected and non-infected volunteers so that Christ 
may be glorified in their unity and so that program 
outreach and ministry goals may be reached.  Eph. 
4:15,16;  Ps.133

20.  Large resources are often not needed to start 
something significant, but frequently resources are 
needed to maintain and expand a project.  Pray that 
your group may identify income-generating activities 
that can help generate needed revenue for the project 
while also building group unity as they work together 
towards common goals.  Pray for creativity to be 
released and for each individual group member to 
discover and utilize his/her specials gifts.  Also pray 
for financial networking with community agencies that 
are willing to help in this way, and that and are looking 
for credible and transparent partners to help with the 
work.  Ps.68:7-10; I Tim.6:17-19
 

21. Hosting and encouraging support groups is a valid 
form of ministry outreach for churches that seriously 
seek to do the work of the Father.  People living with 
HIV need to feel loved and cared for as much as anyone 
else, yet find few places where that need can be met.  
Such ministry is a way to demonstrate the nature and 
character of God through caring actions that draw 
people from all backgrounds closer to knowing Him.  
Pray that more churches would open their hearts and 
their doors to HIV support groups.  Pray in addition that 
some would consider the special needs of children and 
youth, who need their own support groups because 
they often have unique needs that must be addressed 
in order for them to not just cope, but in fact to grow, 
thrive and develop into the people that God created 
them to be.  Is. 1:15-17, Phil. 2:1-5

Story Four:  In a rural area three young professionals, 
Solomon, Macdon, and Hudson, began meeting 
regularly to pray together with a few other committed 
Christian men.   These men were very concerned about 
the conditions in their communities and the lethargy 
of churches in the area.  They were praying for revival 
and renewal in their churches and community.   As they 
looked around they saw many houses that were in 
disrepair, a high unemployment rate, rampant alcohol 
and drug abuse, domestic violence and rising crime.  
In addition, HIV was spreading rapidly through the 
area.  There were few clinics or health centers and the 
combination of poverty and poor primary education 
kept most children from entering secondary school.

 After some few years of regular, faithful 
prayer, Solomon was led to suggest that they begin 
a ministry to help all of the churches in a specific 
community to become involved in addressing some of 
the area’s problems.  Together with a few other praying 
friends they sent out a call for intercessors, visiting 
as many area churches as possible and explaining 
their vision.  The volunteer intercessors were then 
organized into small neighborhood and community 
groups, meeting weekly to pray for specific community 
needs.   Some of these prayer groups started seeing 
amazing results:  the sick were healed, farm produc-
tion increased, there was a drop in crime, and business 
in the markets improved.   

 As they prayed for people who were suffer-
ing from HIV and other problems, they were inspired to 
begin a nursery school to help at risk children become 
better prepared for primary school.  Later a primary 
school was started and now a secondary school is 
being developed.  A small building on donated land 

was repaired and made into a small clinic that charged 
a small fee sufficient for employing a qualified 
nurse.  That clinic has now grown into a health center 
with several trained staff.  The group negotiated an 
agreement with a local bank for a collective loan to 
help smallscale farmers access enough money for 
adequate farm inputs.  The money could be paid back 
after the harvest.  God honored their intercessions and 
blessed their efforts.  The farmers reaped a bountiful 
harvest and paid back the entire loan in less than a 
year, at a time when the rest of the country was suffer-
ing from an extended drought.  A large crime ring was 
apprehended and the community now lives in peace.  
A locally supported orphan project is assisting a large 
number of AIDS orphans with school fees.  These 
transformational developments are widely acknowl-
edged in the community as having originated from the 
growth of prayer groups and the surge in intensified, 
intercessory prayers.

 
22.  What problems exist in your community?  Today 
ask the Lord to show you which issues you and your 
church should begin to address in concerted prayer.  
Listen for God to reveal the concerns that are near 
and dear to His heart in your community.  Look for the 
things that touch God’s heart in your community and 
church; and pray about the issues that He reveals to 
you.  Psalm 143:7,8

23.  Who can join you as you pray over the issues that 
God has put on your heart concerning those who are 
suffering in your community?  Pray that God would 
reveal to you the people He would like you to invite 
into this labor of prayer.  Ask that the Holy Spirit would 
prepare them for this act of service.  Be committed 
and determined to sustain the prayer effort for as long 
as it takes until God’s transforming interventions are 
seen.  Jer. 29:11-14a; John 7:37,38

24.  As you pray together, ask God to reveal His vision 
for the transformation of your community. What things 
might God show your group that He is calling you to do 
something about?  Make a list of those things.  Then 
pray for God’s wisdom and direction as you ask Him to 
show you how to begin.  Pray for the courage, strength 
and resources necessary to obediently implement the 
vision that God has given you.  Zechariah 7:8

25.  What are the most pressing economic needs in 
your community?  Pray for those needs, for people 
and families you know who are struggling financially, 
and for possible poverty reduction ideas.  Is there 
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something your prayer group can do?  Pray for the 
vulnerable children, the widows, the elderly who are 
caring for sick children and orphaned grandchildren, 
and for those who are too sick or disabled to earn their 
own living.  Ask God to show your group how it can 
minister to them.  
Psalm 113:5-8

26.  Consider the educational standards in your 
community.  Does every child have access to a good 
education?  Are you satisfied with the educational 
standards in your community?  Pray particularly for 
the children from homes where someone has HIV, as 
very often these are the children who are least likely 
to finish even a primary education.  Pray that families 
and guardians would have adequate resources to 
complete their children’s education.  Pray that schools 
would be adequately funded and that community 
interest in education would be sufficient to maintain 
high standards in its schools.  Pray that young adults 
would have sufficient access to educational and jobs 
skills training opportunities to enable them to support 
themselves and their developing families.  Pray about 

enabling community members to obtain skills that will 
benefit and develop the entire community.
Prov.3:13-20

27.  Who are the sick in your community?  Are there 
disabled persons who need prayer and assistance 
as a reflection of Jesus’ compassion?  Does your 
community need eye programs, access to wheelchairs 
and orthopedic appliances, etc. so that sight can be 
restored and the lame helped to walk?
Pray that the poor would have equal access to the 
higher levels of care when needed.  Pray that programs 
and clinics providing HIV prevention and treatment ser-
vices would continue to receive the resources needed 
to continue providing care.  Pray that treatment 
support programs, together with community and family 
members, would provide the encouragement needed 
to enable those living with HIV to adhere to their treat-
ment regimes so they will live full and normal lives. 
Pray that those living with constant insecurity would 
know the protection of the Lord and the community.   
Pray that those suffering from oppression would have 
advocates to defend them, that national legal systems 

would defend the cause of the defenseless, that police 
and judicial systems would not prey on those of low 
estate but would uphold peace and justice, and that 
those who have been imprisoned unjustly would be set 
free.  What can you do to add flesh to your prayers? 
Luke 4:16-21

28.  Pray for unity of heart and purpose to build co-
operation and achieve outstanding accomplishments 
among all believers in your community regardless of 
denominational affiliation.  Each member of Christ’s 
body has been given a unique gift, skill or ability that 
will contribute to developing the entire community.  
Pray that each one would know and use his or her 
God-given talents in a way that helps to establish 
God’s Kingdom more tangibly and firmly in your 
community, as united together they fight the stigma 
and destruction of HIV and minister effectively to 
those infected or affected by HIV.   Pray that such unity 
would be a powerful witness to the glory of God, His 
kingdom and His Son.   John 17:20-23;  Eph. 2:19-22
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Dear Reader, 

What is “AIDS ministry” in the post Millennium Development Goals era? How can we continue to care for those infected and affected by HIV? What should 
prevention look like? How do we function with reduced financial resources? What does the gospel mean in light the evolving nature of HIV and AIDS ministry?

After 15 years of working and evolving with the AIDS story around the world, we at HOPE for AIDS are asking these questions and many more. The acute emer-
gency of AIDS has given way to long-term lifestyle management. Some implications of this shift include financial sustainability, local partnerships, local inte-
gration, mainstreaming of programs, and the impact of chronic disease management. This ministry has provided an opening for churches and organisations to 
address larger issues of life, such as sexuality, discrimination, family life, orphan support, social concern, social activism, and many more. Pray with us that we 
would remain attentive to the needs and opportunities as we serve those who are impacted by HIV in their personal lives and communities.

We praise God for the great progress that is being made on the African continent and the lives that have been saved and improved through the efforts of the teams 
on the ground. We also look with a concerned eye at some of the trends emerging in Asia. We are evaluating an increased involvement with HIV and AIDS minis-
try in the greater region. Pray with us for clear vision and inspiration on good paths to take in new initiatives and new partnerships.

A new record has been set this past year: prevention education recipients make up 96.8 percent of all our beneficiaries, or 688,279 individuals! We are still in-
volved in Home Based Care and Orphan Care, resulting in over 2,000 people receiving care in their home, and over 15,000 orphans receiving assistance. Over 
4000 individuals have benefited from our Enabling programs as well. What an amazing reason to be grateful to our Lord, as our teams have shared His love in 
many different ways!

Will you join me in prayer for the projects as they seek new ways towards financial sustainability, local integration, and expanding partnerships? Will you also 
pray that all the beneficiaries will experience Christ’s love for them this year? 

On behalf of all of the teams, staff and volunteers, as well as the beneficiaries, I thank you for your prayers and support over the past year! May Christ’s love be a 
blessing to you this year as well!

In His service and for HOPE for AIDS,

Marcus Baeder
International HOPE for AIDS Coordinator
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The HOPE for AIDS team in Thailand has designed and 
implemented creative HIV prevention strategies and 
models that actively promote care and destigmatiza-
tion. They work to reduce the incidences of a symp-
tom of broken relationships, namely, HIV and AIDS. By 
partnering with local agencies, they provide holistic 
training for faith leaders in the art of responding to 
the HIV phenomenon with the people living in Thailand. 
With an emphasis on community values, the team works 
to restore strong relationships in the self, family, 
community and country.
Local workers visit neighbors regularly to provide 
home-based care. They meet with teens to play soccer 
and encourage mentorship and positive decision-mak-
ing. When it comes to training local leaders, they are 
gathering mission communities, pastors (from Thailand 
and Burma), international schools and churches.
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